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Introduction

ERA's BBC Shakespeare Archive and Literary Archive provide an extensive collection
of TV and radio resources, including literary adaptations, live performances and critiques
of English set texts across all the major exam boards.

This booklet compiles a wide range of clips and full programmes of widely taught literary
works, including Shakespeare, 19th Century Literature and Modern Texts to support
students revising for their GCSE and A-Level and Higher English Literature exams.

The audio-visual resources in this booklet are designed to help students explore:

* Themes: examine recurring themes, ideas, and motifs across different literary texts

* Characterisation: analyse the development of characters, their motivations,
relationships, and conflicts within the text. They can also examine characters’
traits, actions, and speeches to understand their significance in the narrative.

* Contextual understanding: explore how historical events, cultural norms, and
societal values influence the themes, characters, and narratives of the texts and
their adaptations.

» Critical analysis: develop skills in critical analysis and interpretation, learning
to evaluate literary texts from different perspectives and articulate their own
interpretations supported by evidence from the text.

* Comparative study: analyse and compare different literary texts or extracts to
explore similarities, differences, and connections between them.

The material is designed to be easily digested by students whether they are in the
classroom, at home, or on the move. Longer audio clips are perfect for listening on
headphones while enjoying some fresh air.

You can share the clips with your students using our Student Share link on the site,
allowing students to watch a clip without the need to register.

Registration is free if your school or institution holds an ERA Licence, granting you
access to the clips free of charge. Well over 99% of all schools in the UK are already
covered by an ERA Licence.

Cover images © BBC
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https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-archive/
https://era.org.uk/literary-archive/

19th Century Texts " 19th Century Texts,

Charles Dickens | Frankenstein

d v 0 Radio ! Character ? Context l" Theme d v 0 Radio ! Character ? Context ll" Theme

Great Expectations

Time Title Description Time Title Description
d 333" An introduction to Charles  Tony Jordan introduces Charles d 349" Background to the story  The setting in which Mary Shelley first
Dickens and ‘Great Dickens and ‘Great Expectations’. |> of ‘Frankenstein’ told the story of ‘Frankenstein’. @
? Expectations’ ?
n
d 2'25” Childhood in ‘Great Tony Jordan investigates the theme of d 1'58" Themes of Frankenstein A discussion of the plot and themes of
Expectations’ childhood in ‘Great Expectations’. @ Mary Shelley’s ‘Frankenstein’. @
d 3'29” Dickens’s audience Tony Jordan discusses why Dickens
wrote ‘Great Expectations’ in instal- > 155" Victorian Science The influence of Victorian s_cience on
? ments and explains the importance ? Mary Shelley’s ‘Frankenstein’. @
H of the audience. f
Great Expectations Charles Dickens’s ‘Great Expectations’. to ‘Frankenstein backdrop to Mary Shelley writing @
? ‘Frankenstein’.
= d 4’38 Novels That Shaped Our  An introduction to the life of
A C h rIStm as CarOI World - Frankenstein Mary Shelley and the themes @
. . . of ‘Frankenstein’.
Time Title Description lll’
“ 28°01” Beyond Belief: Ernie Rea takes a look at the Christian d 2'54” Walton’s letters in Alice Roberts investigates Robert
A Christmas Carol message behind ‘A Christmas Carol’. @ ‘Frankenstein’ Walton'’s letters to his sister, which @
.l’ ! frame Mary Shelley’s text.
27°'49” In Our Time: Melvyn Bragg and guests discuss 28’447 The Secret Life of In Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein
“ A Christmas Carol Charles Dickens’ celebrated story of @ Books: Frankenstein manuscripts, Alice Roberts finds
Scrooge’s redemption. d someone concerned with the act of @
creation itself and evidence of husband
“ 56'45” The Many Faces of Christopher Frayling explores how Percy’s collaborative role.
Ebeneezer Scrooge Charles Dickens’s classic ‘A Christmas @ _ :
Carol’ has endured in popular culture 27'53" In Our Time: Melvyn Bragg and guests discuss Mary
for over 170 years.. “ Frankenstein Shelley’s gothic story of a monster @
brought to life.
d 58°42” Charles Dickens and the  Griff Rhys Jones reveals how Charles _ _ _ _
Invention of Christmas Dicken’s novel ‘A Christmas Carol’ @ “ 27'45" Beyond Belief: Ernie Rea in conversation
? popularised Christmas. Frankenstein with guests about the religious @
| |

.l' content of ‘Frankenstein’.
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https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-the-secret-life-of-books-series-1-great-expectations-an-introduction-to-charles-dickens-and-great-expectations/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-the-secret-life-of-books-series-1-great-expectations-childhood/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/the-secret-life-of-books-great-expectations/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/in-our-time-a-christmas-carol/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/archive-on-4-the-many-faces-of-ebenezer-scrooge/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-the-secret-life-of-books-series-1-great-expectations-dickenss-audience/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/beyond-belief-a-christmas-carol/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/archive-on-4-the-many-faces-of-ebenezer-scrooge/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-frankenstein-birth-of-a-monster-background-to-the-story-of-frankenstein/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/frankenstein-and-the-vampyre-a-dark-and-stormy-night-themes-of-frankenstein-bbc-two/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-the-secret-life-of-books-series-1-frankenstein-the-novels-intellectual-background/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-the-secret-life-of-books-series-1-frankenstein-waltons-letters/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/in-our-time-frankenstein/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0bjzq68
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-frankenstein-birth-of-a-monster-victorian-science/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-two-novels-that-shaped-our-world-series-1-a-womans-place-frankenstein/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/the-secret-life-of-books-frankenstein/

19th Century Texts

Jane Eyre
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Time

720"

3'09”

322"

3'08”

2737

56'12”

41°56”

28'41”

0 Radio

Title

‘Jane Eyre’ and Slavery

Jane’s relationship with
Rochester

Bertha

Charlotte Bronte and
colonialism

Beyond Belief: Jane Eyre

World Book Club:
Charlotte Bronte
— Jane Eyre

In Our Time: Jane Eyre

The Secret Life of
Books: Jane Eyre

! Character ? Context

Description

An analysis of where the historical
context of the slave trade appears in
Charlotte Bronte’s ‘Jane Eyre’.

A discussion of the complications and
inequalities of Jane Eyre’s relationship
with Mr Rochester.

Bidisha investigates the character of
Bertha through theories of race and
colonialism.

Bidisha explores Charlotte Bronte’s
writing in relation to colonisation
and race.

Ernie Rea in conversation with guests
about the religion in ‘Jane Eyre’.

Writers Claire Harman and Tracy
Chevalier discuss Charlotte Bronte’s
classic ‘Jane Eyre’.

Melvyn Bragg and guests discuss
‘Jane Eyre’ by Charlotte Bronte, first
published in 1847.

Journalist Bidisha revisits Charlotte
Bronte’s classic novel after first reading
it as a teenager.

l'u Theme

19th Century

Pride and Prejudice
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Time

3'25”

214”7

3'49”

3'49”

3'33”

1'51”

44127

28'55”

‘ i Radio

Title

Introduction to ‘Pride
and Prejudice’

Characterisation in ‘Pride
and Prejudice’

The balls in ‘Pride and
Prejudice’

Marriage and social
standing

Elizabeth Bennet and Mr
Darcy’s relationship

Mr Darcy

Night Waves: Landmarks
—Jane Austen’s Pride
and Prejudice

Pride and Prejudice
Revisited

! Character ? Context

Description

An introduction to the context and
reception of Jane Austen’s ‘Pride
and Prejudice’.

A discussion of the various character
archetypes Jane Austen has employed
in ‘Pride and Prejudice’.

The importance of the balls in ‘Pride
and Prejudice’.

An introduction to the historical
background and setting of Jane
Austen’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’

Critics discuss the relationship between
Elizabeth Bennet and Mr Darcy in ‘Pride
and Prejudice’.

An introduction to the character
of Mr Darcy.

Anne McElvoy presents a Landmark
edition examining Jane Austen’s ‘Pride
and Prejudice’.

Documentary exploring the enduring
appeal of Jane Austen’s classic
mixture of romance, wit and
scathing social satire.
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https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-two-novels-that-shaped-our-world-series-1-the-empire-writes-back-jane-eyre-and-slavery/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-the-secret-life-of-books-series-1-jane-eyre-janes-relationship-with-rochester/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-the-secret-life-of-books-series-1-jane-eyre-charlotte-bronte-and-colonialism/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03sqwl4
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/the-secret-life-of-books-jane-eyre/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-the-secret-life-of-books-series-1-jane-eyre-bertha/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b2j7r2
https://era.org.uk/tv-radio-resource/in-our-time-jane-eyre/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/pride-and-prejudice-revisited-introduction-to-pride-and-prejudice-bbc-four/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/pride-and-prejudice-revisited-characterisation-in-pride-and-prejudice-bbc-four/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-two-pride-and-prejudice-having-a-ball-marriage-and-social-standing/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/pride-and-prejudice-revisited-mr-darcy-bbc-four/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/pride-and-prejudice-revisited/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-two-pride-and-prejudice-having-a-ball-the-balls-in-pride-and-prejudice/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/pride-and-prejudice-revisited-elizabeth-bennet-and-mr-darcys-relationship-bbc-four/
https://bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01ppy00
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6’15”

56'40”

Title

What was the inspiration
for Jekyll's double life?

The unconscious

Medical science

lan Rankin Investigates:
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

! Character ? Context

Description

lan Rankin investigates what inspired
Robert Louis Stevenson to construct
the story of Dr. Jekyll's double life.

An exploration of the unconscious
in ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde’.

lan Rankin investigates Victorian
medical science in Edinburgh, which
relied on dead bodies that had been
dug up from graveyards.

Writer lan Rankin investigates
‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde’, tracing Robert Louis
Stevenson’s story back to events
in Stevenson’s childhood.
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3'35”

Title

‘Animal Farm’

! Character ? Context

and the

Russian Revolution

Why George Orwell wrote

‘Animal Farm’

Stalin’s 5 year plan

Soviet purges

Masterpiece:
Animal Farm

Witness: George Orwell
and Animal Farm

In Our Time: Animal Farm

English File -
Animal Farm

In Context:

Description

An exploration of the historical
context of the Russian Revolution
and how it influenced George Orwell’s
‘Animal Farm’.

A discussion of the historical context
of George Orwell’s ‘Animal Farm’,
including the influence of the British
attitude to Stalin.

An explanation of Stalin’s 5 year
plan, as context to the plot of George
Orwell’'s ‘Animal Farm’.

An exploration of Soviet terror and the
purges that also appear in George
Orwell’s ‘Animal Farm’.

Alook at George Orwell’'s masterpiece,
‘Animal Farm’.

Animal Farm’ was an allegory about
the dangers of Soviet communism
and of Joseph Stalin.

All animals are equal, but some animals
are more equal than others.

A social and historical context
for George Orwell’s ‘Animal
Farm’ is explored.
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https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-two-in-context-animal-farm-historical-context-pt-3-3/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/english-file-soviet-purges-bbc-two/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csv28k
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/english-file-in-context-animal-farm/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/english-file-animal-farm-and-the-russian-revolution-bbc-two/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/english-file-stalins-5-year-plan-bbc-two/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03cgd3w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07wgkz4
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-ian-rankin-investigates-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-what-was-the-inspiration-for-jekylls-double-life/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-ian-rankin-investigates-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-the-unconscious/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/ian-rankin-investigates-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-ian-rankin-investigates-dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde-medical-science/

Modern Texts

An Inspector Calls

Moderr Texts
An Inspector Calls / Amita and Me

! Character ? Context m Theme

S G

Time Title Description

d 303" An Inspector Calls — A discussion of the historical context
historical context and influences behind J B Priestley’s @

.’ ‘An Inspector Calls’.

d 4’00" An Inspector Calls — An investigation of the political and
Social and political social context of 1919, the time in which @
.’ context of 1912 J. B. Priestly set ‘An Inspector Calls’.

3'34” The moral of ‘An A discussion of the morals that J. B.
Inspector Calls’ Priestly leaves for the audience of @
‘An Inspector Calls’.

B0

d 3'58” Priestley Shorts: Examination of the theme of
‘An Inspector Calls’ — class within J.B Priestley’s @
? the theme of class ‘An Inspector Calls’.

®
@

d TV “ Radio ! Character ? Context ll" Theme

An Inspector Calls (cont.)

Time Title Description

“ 409" Words of Faith: On Priestley’s play An Inspector Calls

JB Priestley and his social conscience. @

Anita and Me

Time Title Description

d 549" Anita and Me...and Me Meera Syal discusses how her child-
hood experiences inspired her novel @

.’ ‘Anita and Me’.
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https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/in-context-an-inspector-calls-social-and-political-context-of-1945-bbc-two/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/in-context-women-in-an-inspector-calls-bbc-two/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00x759n
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00x73sx
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-two-in-context-an-inspector-calls-historical-context-pt-2-3/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/in-context-an-inspector-calls-social-and-political-context-of-1912-bbc-two/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/in-context-the-moral-of-an-inspector-calls-bbc-two/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00xswf2
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/english-file-priestley-shorts/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/free-thinking-meera-syal-and-tanika-gupta-in-conversation/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0376wjw
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/anita-me-and-me/

Modern Texiserm Shakesy
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Lord of the FlieSRiNG % Macbeth —~ iE
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! Character

d v 0 Radio d v “ Radio ! Character

Context Context
Time Title Description Time Title Description
d 349" Civilisation and savagery  Exploring the themes of civilisation and 5716 GCS.E Bitesize: An exam revision brogramme
in Lord of the Flies savagery in ‘Lord of the Flies’. @ d English - Macbeth that'looks at the QCSE‘Engllsh , @
? curriculum focusing on ‘Macbeth
. by William Shakespeare.
d 3’15 Lord of the Flies — A summary of the characters in William 11°14” The Political Spinning Series comparing the known
Characters Golding's ‘Lord of the Flies’. @ 0 of Macbeth historical facts about ‘Macbeth’ with
! Shakespeare’s dramatisation. Was @
! Macbeth a murderous tyrant or a
d . o generous and popular king?
3'49” Lord of the Flies — A summary of the themes of William
? Themes Golding’s ‘Lord of the Flies’. @
f “ 12'33” Lady Macbeth — Lady Macbeth - was she a barren,
Monster or Princess? ambitious monster who goes mad
d from guilt, or a true royal princess, @
4417 Lord of the Flies — An exploration of the plot and influences @ ! hailed the first queen of Scots?
m Plot and influences for William Golding’s ‘Lord of the Flies’.
0 12’30” The Myth of the Witches  Boiling up trouble for the would-be king
d in their cauldron, how did the witches @
4'57” Lord of the Flies — An exploration of the theme of fear in D ! become part of the myth?
f) The theme of fear William Golding'’s ‘Lord of the Flies’. Q
* d 19'31” Playing Macbeth - Act 1,  Exploration and analysis of Act 1,
. - Scenes 1 and 3 Scenes 1 and 3: The witches cast @
18'59” In Context: : A social and h.IStOI'Ica| (?o_ntext for. ! their spell and confront Macbeth..
d Lord Of The Flies ‘Lord of the Flies’ by William Golding, @
is explored.
d 19'22” Playing Macbeth - The Exploration and analysis of Act 3,
Supernatural Scene 4: Banquo’s ghost returns @
? to haunt Macbeth at his banquet.
d 19'35” Sanity and Insanity - Exploration and analysis of Act 5,
Playing Lady Macbeth Scenes 1, 3 and 5: Lady Macbeth’s @
sleepwalking scene and Macbeth’s
! lament on the death of his wife.
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https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-two-gcse-bitesize-revision-english-literature-1-lord-of-the-flies-characters/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/in-context-lord-of-the-flies-plot-and-influences-bbc-two/
https://era.org.uk/lit-resource/in-context-lord-of-the-flies/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-four-arena-the-dreams-of-william-golding-civilisation-and-savagery/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/bbc-two-gcse-bitesize-revision-english-literature-1-lord-of-the-flies-themes/
https://era.org.uk/streaming-service-resource/in-context-lord-of-the-flies-the-theme-of-fear-bbc-two/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/macbeth-remixed-5-of-5/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/macbeth-remixed-3-of-5/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/shakespeare-shorts-playing-macbeth-the-supernatural/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/gcse-bitesize-english-macbeth/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/macbeth-remixed-2-of-5/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/shakespeare-shorts-playing-macbeth-act-1-scenes-1-and-3/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/shakespeare-shorts-sanity-and-insanity-playing-lady-macbeth/

Shakespeare Shakespeare

The Merchant of Venice / Much Ado About Nothing Romeo and Juliet / The Tempest

! Character ? Context

! Character ? Context

Or  §dm n . O g9

The Merchant of Venice Romeo and Juliet
Time Title Description Time Title Description
27731 The Quality of Mercy Peggy Reynolds explores the legal, 60°00” GCSE Bitesize: English  An exam revision programme that
theological and linguistic complexities of d - Romeo and Juliet looks at the GCSE English curriculum @
“ Portia’s speech with baroness Helena @ focusing on ‘Romeo and Juliet'.
Kennedy, Lisa Jardine, Rabbi Julia

Neuberger and Janet Suzman.

24'19” Prefaces to Shakespeare: Dame Peggy Ashcroft presents her
“ Romeo and Juliet personal view of ‘Romeo and Juliet’, @
13'26” Love Across the Yasmin Alibhai-Brown focuses with archive and commercial extracts.

“ Racial Divide: The on the complex role of Shylock,
Merchant of Venice and how he navigates being [>

a Jew in a Christian world.

The Tempest

Time Title Description
= 24’44 Shakespeare In Laurens van der Post offers a personal
M UCh Ado AbOUt NOth l ng d Perspective: The Tempest view of the play ‘The Tempest’,
. . = which he describes as profoundly @
Time Title Description autobiographical - an exploration of
Shakespeare’s own inner nature.
24°26" Much Ado About Nothing ~ Kenneth Haigh, who played Benedick
“ in 1976, presents a personal view of @
the play ‘Much Ado About Nothing'.

19'01” Prefaces to Shakespeare: A personal introduction to ‘“The
a The Tempest Tempest by actor Michael Hordern,
who played Prospero in the BBC I>

TV Shakespeare production.
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https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/prefaces-to-shakespeare-the-merchant-of-venice/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/adventures-in-poetry-the-quality-of-mercy/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/shakespeare-love-across-the-racial-divide-shakespeare-love-across-the-racial-divide-3-5-the-merchant-of-venice/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/shakespeare-in-perspective-much-ado-about-nothing/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/prefaces-to-shakespeare-much-ado-about-nothing/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/in-our-time-in-our-time-romeo-and-juliet/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/shakespeare-uncovered-trevor-nunn-on-the-tempest/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/gcse-bitesize-english-romeo-and-juliet/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/prefaces-to-shakespeare-romeo-and-juliet/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/shakespeare-in-perspective-the-tempest/
https://era.org.uk/shakespeare-resource/prefaces-to-shakespeare-the-tempest/

